News Release

Montana Gun Group Endorses Burns for Senate

Missoula - The Montana Shooting Sports Association (MSSA) announced today that it has endorsed Senator Conrad Burns for re-election to the United States Senate.  MSSA is the primary organization asserting the rights of gun owners and hunters in Montana.

MSSA president Gary Marbut commented on the endorsement, "Senator Burns has been a steady and reliable friend to Montana gun owners and hunters while he has served in the U.S. Senate.  He has answered the 'MSSA Question' presented to all Senate candidates, that he would never, under any conditions, support or acquiesce to any gun control proposals before the Senate.  He has also promised to pursue national issues critical to Montana gun owners, such as the wholesale destruction of expended small arms brass by the military, and the prohibition of self defense in national parks."

The destruction of fired brass by the military is a holdover policy from the Clinton administration, Marbut said, and is causing shortages and inflated prices in the firearms ammunition industry.  Marbut urged all gun owners and hunters to support Burns in the General Election as the best shot at getting firearm and hunting issues resolved at the federal level.

MSSA is known for getting pro-gun and pro-hunting legislation through the Montana Legislature, including the bill that put the right to hunt on the ballot for inclusion in the Montana Constitution two years ago, and over 40 other bills in the last 20 years (see: http://www.mtssa.org/successes.phtml).

Marbut noted that Burns recently voted for a corrective federal law to prohibit confiscation of firearms from law abiding gun owners in a declared emergency, such as happened during the anarchy after hurricane Katrina in Louisiana.  Burns also helped rebuff efforts to make permanent the federal firearms and magazine bans that were in effect from 1994 to 2004.

"We expect a lot of active pro-gun and pro-hunting support from a senator elected from Montana," Marbut said, "and MSSA believes Burns is the best candidate to deliver that support."

Burns is also endorsed by the National Rifle Association and Gun Owners of America.
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